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MINUTES OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2015 

 

 

PRESENT:  Cllr. Goodchild (in the Chair), Cllrs. Bunyan, Holmes, Swann 

and Veitch. 

 

APOLOGIES: Cllrs. Clifford and Rook 

 

 

Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying:  

Members are required to declare any interests, dispensations, predetermination or 

lobbying on items on this agenda. Members are reminded that changes to the Register 

of Interests should be notified to the Clerk.  

 

 

39/15: Cllr. Goodchild confirmed that he had carried out the internal check of the 

accounts for September and everything was in order. The Clerk informed Members 

that KCC Audit are visiting on Wednesday 28th October to carry out the six month 

check. 

 

40/15: A list of payments made after the September meeting, is filed with these 

minutes. 

 

41/15: Cheques for October were signed for payment as per the list filed with these 

minutes.  It was proposed by Cllr. Swann, seconded by Cllr. Veitch and agreed to 

authorise payment of the cheques as presented. 

 

 These included: 

 

 Policy and Resources        7,379.33 

Burial and Properties           619.72 

Environmental Management          209.58 

 

         Total                £8,208.63 

 

The Clerk pointed out that some of the contractors invoices had not been received in 

time for this meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr. Swann, seconded by Cllr. Holmes and 

agreed that these be paid out of committee.   

 

A request had been received from the new manager of the Farmers’ Market -  Jane 

Apps for help towards advertising.  After discussion, it was agreed to provide a 

payment of £100 towards advertising.  All Members were delighted to hear the news 

that Jane was taking over the running of the Market.  The current Managers – Mr. & 

Mrs. Hughes had been formally thanked for their three year term of running the 

Market.  
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42/15: Tomlin Murton Playing Fields Trust – Insurance Renewal Quotation: 

The renewal for the insurance for Angley Cottage has been received. It has been index 

linked by 3% and the premium is £486.03 which includes 6% insurance premium tax.   

Cllr. Swann responding to a question from Cllr. Holmes explained that all the TMPFT 

finances have to be recorded entirely separate from the Parish Council accounts and 

the Trust has its own bank account and cheque book.  It was proposed by Cllr. Veitch, 

seconded by Cllr. Holmes and agreed to renew the insurance with Came & Company 

as set out in their renewal documentation. 

 

43/15: Unauthorised Encampment Reserve: 

Cllr. Veitch gave a brief update of the reason why the letter from Borough Cllr. Alan 

McDermott had been received.  This was following on from a Parish Chairmans 

meeting when the issue of the unauthorised encampments were discussed. The 

suggestion had been made at the meeting that collectively parishes and the Borough 

put together a small fund to deal with matters arising from the unauthorised 

encampments such as preparation of legal documents and statutory notices, court 

attendances and use of bailiffs etc. She reminded Members that Cranbrook, 

Southborough and Paddock Wood had taken action on illegal encampments over the 

last couple of months.  The suggestion from Cllr. McDermott is that an amount of 

£500 should be set aside in parish budgets to enable participation in the scheme. A list 

of draft principles for the operation of an unauthorised encampment reserve were 

included and are attached to these Minutes. 

 

Members were concerned that the limit of £500 in respect of clean-up might not be 

sufficient. 

 

After a full discussion it was proposed by Cllr. Swann, seconded by Cllr. Holmes and 

agreed that Cranbrook & Sissinghurst Parish Council participate in the scheme as 

described and put aside a minimum of £500 as suggested. Members were happy to 

delegate the issue to Cllr. Veitch should further negotiations take place at the 

Chairmans Meeting. Members did raise two issues which will be referred to the 

Borough prior to the next Chairmans Meeting – this was that the clean-up limit may 

need to be raised and also would the scheme apply to land owned by a Trust for which 

a parish council is the sole trustee.   

 

44/15: Restructure of Committees: 

The Clerk apologised that no progress had been made on this issue. There was nothing 

further to report at tonight’s meeting. 

 

45/15: Promotion of Parish Council: 

In the absence of Cllr. Clifford, this item was deferred to the next meeting. 

 

46/15: Website: 

The Clerk informed Members that Tim Green from Dewar Green was vising 

tomorrow afternoon to look at tweaks to the website which would make it more user 

friendly for mobiles and tablets etc. 

 

47/15: Items for Information:  

a) The Chairman informed Members that she had received a quote for the 

enforcement of Tanyard and Regal Car Parks which were nearly double the previous 

cost.  She had asked the Borough to re-look at their figures.  
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b) Cllr. Bunyan referred to the item for discussion at the next Full Council, the 

amenity refuse vehicle and she had worked it out that it would cost £1 per year for 

every household.   

 

c) Cllr. Goodchild informed Members that the Tea Club would now be held in 

people’s homes during the winter months. 

 

 

 

      

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       


