
 

 

MINUTES OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

 

PRESENT: Cllr. Beck (in the Chair), Cllrs. Bunyan, Clifford, Fairweather, Fletcher and 

Veitch. 

 

APOLOGIES: Cllr. Warne 

 

Declaration of Interests, Dispensations, Predetermination or Lobbying:  

Members are required to declare any interests, dispensations, predetermination or lobbying on 

items on this agenda. Members are reminded that changes to the Register of Interests should 

be notified to the Clerk.  

 

40/19: Internal finance check:  

Cllr. Beck confirmed that the internal finance check had been completed yesterday and 

everything was in order. 

  

41/19: Authorisation of payments made after the August meeting: 

A list of payments made after the August meeting is filed with these minutes.   

 

42/19: Transfers of monies between accounts: 

No transfers had been required.  

 

43/19: Cheques for Payment: 

Cheques for September were signed for payment as per the list filed with these minutes. It was 

proposed by Cllr. Beck seconded by Cllr. Fairweather and agreed to authorise payment of the 

cheques as presented. 

 

These included: 

 

 Policy and Resources   £17,404.74 

Burial and Properties   £  5,357.09 

Environmental Management  £  1,786.43 

    

Total             £24,548.26 

 

Cllr. Fletcher agreed to chase Chargemaster for reimbursement of the excess on the tariff, 

which is due to us.  

 

44/19: Community Centre: 

Cllr. Fletcher advised that Dr. Justin Charlesworth, a local G.P and Alison Burchell, an 

independent surveyor for surgery development would be attending the Full Council meeting 

on Thursday. He reiterated that no agreements had been made as yet and this was the first step 

to exploring all the options.   Cllr. Veitch explained that the legal documents had been designed 

with sufficient flexibility to allow for a medical centre, if the decision to include one in the 

Community Centre was taken. She advised the documents were now in Co-Op’s possession. 

In response to Cllr. Beck she stated that she had been pleased with the service provided by 

Buss Murton.  

 



 

 

Cllr. Veitch gave a precis of the spending to date on the Community Centre on a year by year 

basis. In response to Cllr. Fairweather she confirmed that many of the reports and information 

already paid for, can be reused with a degree of updating, even if the design of the Community 

Centre changes. 

 

Cllr. Clifford tabled a flyer for a community day being held at the Weald Sports Centre and felt 

it would be an excellent opportunity to canvas ideas and to discover what the community wants 

from the project. Cllr. Veitch agreed to follow up the possibility of having a stall at the event 

with the organisers. 

 

45/19: Request for a Sunday booking in Vestry Hall: 

A letter requesting use of the Vestry Hall on Sunday 13th September 2020 as a venue for staging 

a couple of prestigious ticketed shows as part of a town music festival, had been received. The 

Clerk advised that our current premises licence only covers use of the hall from Monday to 

Saturday and the caretakers were not available on Sundays.   A full discussion followed and it 

was decided that the strategy of not hiring out the hall on a Sunday should be reviewed. Cllr. 

Veitch proposed that permission be granted on this occasion, subject to the condition that 

someone suitable to undertake the caretaker’s duties can be found and that no objection is raised 

by neighbours. This was seconded by Cllr. Clifford and agreed. It was suggested that a meeting 

with the organisers be arranged to discuss the options.  

 

46/19: Vestry Hall Fire Risk Assessment:  

A quote of £1,290 had been received to complete the recommendations in the Fire Risk 

Assessment for the Vestry Hall Complex. It was proposed by Cllr. Clifford, seconded by Cllr. 

Beck and agreed to accept the quote and ask the contractor to undertake the work as soon as 

possible. 

 

47/19: GDPR – Parish Appraisal 

Cllr. Veitch advised there were four or five boxes of hand written responses from the Parish 

Appraisal of 2000, that had been discovered during the information audit. The result of the 

responses had been published in the plan so she was seeking approval to destroy the individual 

responses. It was proposed by Cllr. Beck, seconded by Cllr Fairweather and agreed they could 

be destroyed. Cllr. Veitch advised that she would come back to Policy and Resources in the 

future with a proposal for storage of the historic minute books.   

 

48/19: Maps: 

Members were advised that attempts to obtain a reasonable copy of the maps to have framed 

had been unsuccessful. It was agreed that the maps should be given to the Museum as they 

have the appropriate storage facilities. Cllr. Fairweather offered to speak to a contact at Iden 

Signs to see if it was possible to produce a graphic reproduction of the maps prior to them being 

sent to the Museum. 

 

49/19: Staffing: 

The Clerk advised that in order to apply for the Local Council Award Scheme she needed to 

obtain 12 CPD points. Continuous Professional Development points are awarded for training 

or qualifications accredited by recognised awarding bodies. She had identified several courses 

she could undertake to gain sufficient points. The cost of the courses assuming spaces are 

available totalled £345. It was proposed by Cllr. Beck, seconded by Cllr. Bunyan and agreed 

that the Clerk could register for the courses.  

 



 

 

Cllr. Veitch advised that she was investigating the need for a Lone Worker Policy as occasions 

when the Clerks were on their own were increasing as service provision from TWBC decreases. 

She would also look into improving the panic button facility. 

 

50/19: Contracts: 

a) Cyber Insurance 

Quotes for cyber insurance had been received. Details of what is covered under the policies 

required further investigation. Clarification would be provided to Members at the next meeting. 

 

b) Photocopier Contract 

It had been noted that an additional charge of £15 per quarter for network support was 

appearing on invoices from the provider of the office photocopier. The Clerk had queried this 

charge and was advised it could be removed. However, the provider would charge £90 per 

callout and £1.25 per minute an engineer was on site to deal with any network issues. With this 

in mind Cllr. Beck proposed the additional charge remains in place; this was seconded by Cllr. 

Fletcher and agreed. 

 

51/19: Grant Applications: 

No applications had been received. 

 

Cllr. Veitch advised that she had received a written complaint from trustees of King George’s 

Field regarding our refusal to award their grant request. She had met with two of the trustees 

to discuss their concerns and advised that they could reapply in six months’ time.  

 

52/19: Promotion of Parish Council: 

Cllr. Veitch congratulated Cllr. Clifford on the latest edition of Parish Cake. 

 

53/19: Items for Information:  

Cllr. Veitch reported that a copy of the Compulsory Purchase Order Decision relating to the 

Caverley Square Project was available to read in the Parish office.  

 

Cllr. Bunyan advised that the Sissinghurst Flower Show was taking place on Saturday at 

Sissinghurst Primary School from 2.30pm. Cllr. Clifford had apologised to the organisers as 

he had missed an email asking him to promote the event in Parish Cake but had offered to 

publish a review of the year’s competitions in the Winter edition instead.    

 


